In this editorial, we describe the process and timeline for RPTH to appear in PubMed Central (PMC), and be indexed in MEDLINE and the Science Citation Index (Expanded), or
SCI (E). The SCI (E) feeds into the Journal Citation Reports for Impact
Factors, so it is important to the RPTH editorial team and to authors alike.
We understand that authors want and often need to publish in journals that are available in prominent databases such as PMC, MEDLINE, Web of Science and the SCI (E) (now owned by Clarivate Analytics). For discoverability and author satisfaction, and often to meet the various funder mandates our authors face, pursuing indexing is one of RPTH's most important goals for 2017 and 2018. We plan to apply for full participation in PMC by the end of 2017, and to MEDLINE and Web of Science within the next year.
Each database has different requirements for entry. Below, we clarify the standards and requirements for PMC, MEDLINE, and Web of Science.
STEP 1: FULL PARTICIPATION IN PMC
PMC is a full text archive, rather than an indexing database, and citations for articles deposited in PMC are available on PubMed. In order to deposit all articles in PMC, RPTH must meet scientific quality standards set out by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and National Library of Medicine for acceptance into PMC. The National Library of Medicine's Library Operations Division will decide whether the scientific and editorial scope and quality of a journal merit its inclusion in PMC. In making this decision, NLM will consider the suitability of the journal for the NLM collection, as well as the opinions of expert consultants. 3 The journal must also meet the technical standards of the database by providing high-quality digital files (full text of articles in XML format). Wiley, our publisher, has considerable experience with this and manages this process on behalf of the journal.
The PMC application requires that a journal publish at least 25 peer-reviewed research articles. Since we have met this milestone with the current issue, we are pleased to report that our application is in progress. In the meantime, all articles with funding from bodies which mandate deposit in PMC will be sent.
STEP 2: INDEXING IN MEDLINE
MEDLINE is the principal online bibliographic citation database of the National Library of Medicine and provides the largest subset of PubMed articles.
RPTH can apply for MEDLINE inclusion once the journal has been publishing for 12 months and has published at least 40 articles. The evaluation team meets three times a year to consider applications. 4 The more content the journal has published, the stronger the application. The journal needs to appear sustainable by publishing quality content at a regular rate.
Other elements considered in this review include scope and coverage of the journal, quality of content and editorial work, production quality, and audience. 4 MEDLINE requires that all published articles include declarations of conflict of interest by authors, confirmation that informed consent was sought from research subjects, and that animal welfare was taken into consideration. 
